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         October 7, 2008
Director Update – Dr. Sumner

The Orchestra Student President & Vice President are playing with the South Orange Symphony and they rehearse on Tuesday nights.  All the orchestras have been set and the seating placements have been taken care of.  The other room was fixed last week … sound panels have been put in.

Upcoming Events:  Decal Day … 11/15

                                   Band/Orchestra Winter Concert … 12/16

                                   Choir Concert … 12/18

                                   Tentative Chamber Orchestra winter tour … 12/19

Dr. Sumner is awaiting approval of the trip request to play in Phillipsburg and the Lakeview Cerebral Palsy School in Edison.

Auditions for the musical will be sometime in December.  There are string and wind parts.  Rehearsals are in January and the performance is in February.

Symphonic Orchestra auditions for woodwind, brass, & percussion will be in Mid October.

Polo shirts … need to do an inventory to see what we need.  Dr. Sumner will put up a sign up sheet for sizes.

Dr. Sumner thanked Dr. Gayle, who was in attendance tonight, for his support.
Co-President Beth Boff introduced the Executive Board.

Marie Gale moved to accept the minutes from September.  Ned Boff seconded.  All were in favor.

Treasurer – Ned Boff

Ned went over the format of his report.  Per Marie Gale, all fundraisers are available to each organization … orchestra, band, & choir.  Washington Mutual is now part of Chase Banking where we currently hold our money.  Ned is considering becoming a subsidiary of the band where we use their tax number & auditor, but still have our own bank account, letterhead, etc.  The Band Parent Association is a non-profit organization.
Ned moved for approval of the OPA Treasurer to approach the BPA to consider a merge as a subsidiary.  Amy Stroesenreuther seconded.  Voted on & passed unanimously.

Fund Raising

Decal Day - Marie Gale … 11 places confirmed including Dunkin Donuts, Quick Checks, Park Avenue Deli, Starbucks, Fountain Blue, and IHOP is still being worked on.  The event is rain or shine.  Letters are going out in the backpacks and via email.  Sign-up sheets will be going up on Monday.  More parental help is needed.  Each parent must chaperone a 2 hour shift.  The space has been reserved in the Anthony Commons.  This is a mandatory event and the buyout is $30.  If you have not paid any money due, when your child is a senior, they are not eligible for the scholarships.  If you owe enough money, your child will not get his diploma. 
Vouchers - Marie Gale … Marie has vouchers right now.  We have Pathmark, Shop Right, & Stop n Shop.  Susan Grimando will handle the New Market section of town.  Susan will not have vouchers until Saturday.  Vouchers add up real fast in your child’s account.  Vouchers must be bought from the organization you belong, i.e. orchestra buys from orchestra, etc.  Vouchers are non-transferable.
Simon Night of Giving - Carol Laustsen … Held at Menlo Park Mall on November 23rd from 7 to 10 p.m.  The mall is open only to those people with tickets.  Each tickets costs $10 with $6 going into the student account, $1 to the OPA, and $3 to the Simon Foundation.  Stores give discounts, food sampling, a radio station is present.  In past years, OPA has sold the most tickets, usually around 600.

Bake Sale - Will hold a bake sale on December 16th before the winter concert and during intermission.  Volunteers are needed to donate baked goods, bottled water, & juice boxes.

Pies - Will not be selling pies this year because there is a problem with billing.  Several invoices have been received and paid and yet another invoice was received this week.

Candles -Discussed selling candles from Home & Garden before Christmas, but last year it was not a big seller and it didn’t do well.  However, the sale was done right after the pie sale.  We will consider trying the candle sales again this year.

There are still Rutgers Football games available to work concessions as well as Rutgers Basketball games coming up in January.
Market Day – takes a lot of manpower and will be looked into probably for the spring when we aren’t so busy.

Somerset Patriots – Theresa Natale … tickets/concessions – Theresa has information for next season and will look into doing concessions.  Carol Laustsen will get Theresa contact information.

Uniform Distribution – Gowns and tuxes are available.  Tux shirts must be purchased and the price has gone up.  Distribution will be done in early December along with the band.

Beth Boff updated the email list tonight and it will be given to Doretta Gray for Mike Moy.

Marie Gale moved to adjourn.  Ned Boff seconded.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan E. Grimando

OPA Secretary

