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       November 11, 2008
Director Update – Dr. Sumner

Upcoming Events:   Band/Orchestra Winter Concert … Tuesday, 12/16

                                   Chamber Orchestra winter tour … Friday, 12/19 … chamber orchestra goes to two   

                                     schools – one in Phillipsburg and the other in Edison.
                                   South Brunswick Annual Orchestra Festival (chamber orchestra) Wednesday, 01/28

                                     usually leave around 5-6 p.m.  They have some nice adjudicators this year.

Looking to take a field trip to an open rehearsal at Avery Fischer Hall in NYC … usually takes place in late winter.  Polo shirt information was given to Beth Boff – looking to order some extra polos besides what is needed.  Dr. Sumner would like to propose to the OPA the purchase of violin/viola racks.  The design that Dr. Sumner provided was not taken into account at all for the string instruments.  A practice room is being used to store the strings.  He is looking to purchase three violin/viola racks at a cost of $600 each.  If not three, two would be beneficial.  Each rack holds 16 instruments.  He is still pushing for the new locker configuration, but this will take some time.  We have approximately 50 violins/violas.  A parent asked if it would be permissible to ask for donations.  Dr. Sumner answered that it would be worth a try.

Treasurer:  (Ned Boff) If you are not an OPA member, please see Ned.  Our biggest fund raiser is on Saturday … Decal Day.  If you want to know your student account funds, see Ned.  Ned is still working on becoming a subsidiary of the BPA.

Fund Raising

Decal Day – (Marie Gale) Decal Day is Saturday, November 15, 2008.  This is a mandatory fund raiser.  If your child does not participate, there is a $30 buyout.  A chaperone (21 years or older) must be with each group.  You must come to the 11/12 Commons before going to your destination to sign in.  The sign in sheets are given to the directors.  When you are done with your time slot, a chaperone brings the money back to the 11/12 commons to give to Ned, treasurer.
Simon Night of Giving – The fund raiser was way down this year.  We sold about 150 tickets as opposed to roughly 600 tickets last year.

Bake Sale - Will hold a bake sale at the winter concert on December 16 during intermission.  We will be selling water, juice boxes, and prepackaged snacks.  We are looking for donations as well as volunteers to man the bake sale table.  The beverages can be brought to the December meeting … the baked goods need to be brought to the concert.  Dr. Sumner will put a sign up sheet for the students.
Home & Garden - (Theresa Natale) This fund raiser is candles and cookie dough.  Orders are due on November 19 in the 11/12 main office … checks only/no cash.  Ordered items will be brought to the concert for distribution.  The profit to the student account varies depending on which items are sold.
Rutgers – We run a concession stand at football and basketball games.  When openings are available, emails will be sent.
Somerset Patriots – (Theresa Natale) Working on for next season.
Susan Grimando will talk to Patty Gonsky regarding her contact person for Avon.

Uniform Distribution –Distribution will be done in early December along with the band.

Boys:  Tuxedo – (must be returned)

Girls:  long black gown

            Tux Shirt - $30 (which they keep)

black pumps or black dress shoes
            Tie

            black dress shoes

Tuxedo shirts must be purchased through the school.  Uniforms cannot be cut and they must be dry cleaned.  The uniforms are kept while the student is in the program.  Polo shirts:  will get a quote from the company and hope to have the shirts for December 19.

Email List:  If you are not getting the emails, let Beth know.

Dr. Sumner described the December 19 winter tour which can also be used for community service, especially for the Honor Society applications.  The second school the students perform at is a school where the students have varying degrees of cerebral palsy.  The students really enjoy the music.
Pizzeria Uno has closed and we are looking into Charlie Browns to do the same sort of thing.  We hope to have a night in May.  The OPA will receive a portion of the proceeds for the night.  They will also do a 10% night.  Flyers and coupons will be sent out for these events.

Marie Gale moved to accept October’s minutes; Jeanne Bozzay seconded.  Voted on and passed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan E. Grimando

OPA Secretary

