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            February 3, 2009
Doretta Gray moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Ann Delmedico.  All in favor.

Bake Sale:  held at the winter concert … profits $134.50
Polo Shirts:  have been distributed … the cost was $1,254.75

Treasurer:  (Ned Boff) In May we have an orchestra banquet and several scholarships will be announced at the banquet.  Ned feels we have the funds to purchase the instrument racks as previously discussed.  Therefore, Ned moves to purchase two instrument racks (not to exceed $700 each before shipping), seconded by Amy Stroesenreuther.  All  were in favor.  Banquet:  the tickets are $8 each up to a family of four, seniors are free.  If you have seven people in your family, you will pay $32 to attend, if you are a family of 3, your cost will be $24, etc.
Director: (Dr. Sumner) The winter tour was canceled – will try to reschedule for the spring.  Musical:  opens on February 12 through the 14th.  Show times are 7 p.m. on Thursday and Friday and 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. on Saturday.  The show is good and the music was real tough, but they sound great.  The South Brunswick Festival was canceled.  It has been rescheduled for April 21 in the evening.  The NY Philharmonic Orchestra has open rehearsals at Avery Fisher Hall.  Dr. Sumner is currently planning a trip on April 22 into NYC to see a rehearsal.  The cost for the tickets is $16 plus the cost of the coach bus which depends upon how many people go.  Usually around 45 people attend the rehearsal.  On May 15th, Dr. Sumner is looking into Trills and Thrills for the orchestras which is a non competitive festival.  May 13th is the spring concert.  Timeframes and scheduling does not allow time for orchestra camp this year.  Mr. Gornick will be out for 4-6 weeks as he is having surgery on February 4th.  There is a substitute certified in music to take his place while he is out.  Beth Boff asked Dr. Sumner for some dates for the Charlie Brown fund raiser where several students play their instruments and donations are made to the OPA through coupon use.  He will get back to her.  Could also do a straight fund raiser where a percentage of the proceeds go to the orchestra.  Mandatory after school symphonic orchestra rehearsals will begin after the musical is complete.  In March, the full orchestra (chamber orchestra and those from band) will begin.  The time after school is split between orchestra, sports, & ROTC.
Fund Raising

Aluminum Cans – (Yuet Chan) Help is needed collecting aluminum cans.  Dr. Sumner will look into what the high school does with the aluminum cans they collect and possibly pick those up as well.
Somerset Patriots:  (Theresa Natale) Theresa could not be here tonight, but she is handling this.  Patriots sell the tickets to the organization for $5 each.  We, in turn, sell the tickets for face value and keep the profit.
Buyouts:  From decal day, $180 is still owed to the OPA.  Dr. Sumner is still working on getting these funds.
Vouchers:  See Susan Grimando (732-986-4676) or Marie Gale (732-463-3361) to purchase vouchers.
The orchestra banquet is Tuesday, May 26, 2009 here in the 11/12 Commons.  Help is needed and appreciated.  Water and cake needs to be purchased from Costco, contact needs to be made with the janitorial staff here at the high school, and invitations need to be printed and mailed.  More help is needed the afternoon of the banquet to set up and decorate the Commons.  Please think about volunteering on the Banquet Committee.  There will be a short meeting following the OPA meeting on March 3rd.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan E. Grimando

OPA Secretary
