OPA Meeting








         April 14, 2009
Gail Cunningham, Assistant Principal, was here to present a video regarding the budget.

Marie Gale moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Yuet Chan.  All in favor.
Director Update:  (Dr. Sumner)
04/21 – South Brunswick Music Festival … chamber orchestra attends. Will probably leave between 5 & 6 p.m.  Adjudicators are present and a rating is given.  One adjudicator is from Montclair State College.  Have 2 chaperones, but a couple more chaperones are needed.  Students wear their uniforms to this festival.
04/22 – NY Philharmonic at Avery Fisher in NYC … needs two more chaperones.  The OPA will cover the cost of the chaperone’s ticket.  Seventy-five people are going this year.
05/13 – spring concert
05/15 – Trills & Thrills Festival near Dorney Park … symphonic orchestra attends.  Is in need of several more chaperones.  There are performances in the morning at a high school; the afternoon is spent at Dorney Park.  At this point, most students have paid for this trip.

Susan Grimando asked Dr. Sumner if any changes have been made with regards to the career art needed for graduation.  He has been pushing the issue, getting positive feedback from Dr. Wanko and the Counseling Chair.  Dr. Sumner’s immediate supervisor is not on board with his suggestions.  If you would like to contact her, she can be reached at extension 2251.
Treasurer’s Report:  (Ned Boff) gave his report.  Asked those present to consider being the fund raiser chairperson next year.
Fund Raising (Theresa Natale)
Beth Boff reported that the OPA did not make any money on the last fund raiser.
Aluminum cans:  still collecting cans.  The most recent drop off gave us $4 for 13 pounds of cans.  The school does not separate the recyclables and those present didn’t think it was worth taking on that task for the small amount of dollars received for aluminum at this time.

Charlie Browns:  June 1 or June 9 are the dates that are being offered for the students to play in the library portion of the restaurant and to do another fund raiser.  We have not yet heard how much the OPA will receive from the March 23, 2009 fund raiser at Charlie Browns.

Somerset Patriots:  Still working on this.  Looks like we won’t be able to make it happen for the spring, hoping to do something in the fall.
Bake Sale:  there will be a bake sale at the spring concert.  In need of donations of water bottles and juice boxes, plus pre-wrapped only baked goods.
Scholarship Committee (Marie George) Beth asked Dr. Sumner to be sure all the seniors received their scholarship applications.
Banquet (Susan Grimando) Will be held on May 26 in the 11/12 Commons.  Have made contact with the caterer (Park Avenue Caterers) and secured the date.  Working on the menu with the caterer and will be touching base with him again at the end of April and once more in mid May for the final headcount.  Still need help with decorating the day of the banquet.
The next meeting is May 12th at 7:30 p.m.

On May 5th, there is a culinary expo put on by the high school in the Commons where the students cook and present meals.  Middle Schools will be having a program where they highlight different programs.
Beth:  Regarding the budget … be sure you vote.  Even though there is no increase, it is still important to vote and vote yes to keep our programs in place.  Voting is from 2 to 9 p.m. next Tuesday, April 21, 2009.
Please have your student try on their uniforms to be sure they fit before the South Brunswick Festival.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Grimando

OPA Secretary

