OPA Meeting








         September 8, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.

Beth Boff introduced the board members.  Marie Gale moved to accept the June minutes, seconded by Amy Stroesenreuther.  All in favor.

Treasurer (Ned Boff) report is off this month because the bank changed from Washington Mutual to Chase.  The account was closed and a new account was opened.  Checks from vouchers have not been cashed as of yet as Ned is waiting for deposit slips and the bank stamp.

Director Update (Dr. Sumner) just started playing … placement auditions starting on Monday.  Going to Boston in the spring (just the orchestra) … in very preliminary stages.  Looking into seeing the Boston Symphony, Blue Man Group, Duck Tours, & possibly Six Flags.  Hoping to have something to present by the end of the month.  The first payment will be due by the end of October.  Would like to get another violin rack this year and there will be orchestra camp later in the year.  The Board purchased several instruments for the district; we have 4 new string basses, 4 new cellos, & 4 new violins.  Dr. Sumner suggested checking into Red Robin for a fund raiser where the students play their instruments.

Treasurer (continued):  Everyone involved in the OPA needs to pay a $5 registration fee … you need to be registered in order to volunteer at different activities.  The forms will be available at the next meeting.  Charlie Browns took in $183.35.

Fund Raising
The best thing to do is food vouchers.  We need to get in touch with Viola Stone and Carol Laustsen for Simon Mall in November.  Volunteers are needed for the next 2 Saturdays to help with the Rutgers Football games as the parents from band will be busy with drills. We are continuing to collect aluminum cans.  Last year we had bake sales at both concerts … looking to do this again this year.  

Decal Day (Marie Gale) November 14, 2009 … if you do not participate, you need to pay a buyout fee.  Parent chaperones are needed for every 2 students.

Uniforms  are usually distributed in early December.  Each new student gets a polo shirt with the orchestra logo.

Email lists will be updated.

Beth read a “thank you” card from Laura Bozzay for the scholarship she was awarded last spring.

Orchestra students can participate in the band or choir fund raisers in addition to anything the orchestra does.  If your student has more than enough money to pay for their trip, they will get an additional $100 spending money for the trip.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan E. Grimando

