OPA Meeting








           January 5, 2010
Meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.  Marie Gale moved to accept the minutes from the December meeting, seconded by Ann Cohen.  All were in favor.

Director Update (Dr. Sumner) Great concert!  Very happy with the outcome.  The recording engineer took a snooze at the beginning of one of the pieces but woke up about 20 bars into the song.  Send in a CD if you want a copy of the concert.  Chamber orchestra:  performed at Colgate Palmolive … positive experience; winter tour went very well.  Started working on the new music today – everything is set for chamber and symphonic.  String ensemble is still working on their program.  Rehearsals for symphonic orchestra will start February 23 (winds, bass, and percussion); strings will begin the first week of March.  Doc’s calendar is on the website.  Everything as of this date is noted on the website.  Chamber orchestra:  March 5 - 6-9 p.m. is orchestra camp, March 6 - 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. is for symphonic.  This is where Doc brings in a number of colleagues he works with to work with the orchestra and because they are professionals, they need to get paid.  Doc is asking for $1300 ($100 P/P on Friday and $125 P/P on Saturday.)  March 25 is the South Brunswick Orchestra Festival which is back at the high school.  It’s a nighttime festival and both chamber and symphonic will play this year.  Will need at least 3 buses and 3-6 chaperones.  The performances are open to the public for a small fee.  More details to follow.  Spring concert:  Wednesday, May 5 – orchestra and band.  Friday, January 22:  recruitment for 8th graders from all 3 middle schools meet and greet with the band and orchestra.  Musical:  Wizard of Oz – had first pit band rehearsal today.  They did well – the music is tough.  It is the same score that is used for Broadway.  The students must really practice this music.  The show dates are February 11-13.  The Saturday before is all day rehearsal, tech week the week of.  Boston trip:  a couple students dropped out, will probably change the price of the trip.  May need to alter the price of the final payment slightly, still need to work numbers.  The trip meeting is April 20 at 7 p.m. (Mandatory for everyone going plus one parent or guardian.)  Will be sending out a letter within the next month or so.  Doc apologized for all his absences this year and thanked everyone for their prayers and thoughts.
Treasurer: (Ned Boff) Ned moved to provide Doc with $1300 for the colleagues, seconded by Susan Grimando.  All were in favor.  Doc has done a real good job getting the buyouts from Decal Day.  Still waiting on 3 students to pay their buyouts.  The bake sale made $135.50 – a great job!  January 16:  there is a comedy show at Dunellen Theater; $20/ticket with about $16 going into the student account.  Ned will continue to check with Ms. Foote, the choir director, for availability of tickets.  Ms. Foote sent Ned a list of the choir parent officers.

Fund Raising
Food vouchers:  contact Susan Grimando or Marie Gale.

Aluminum cans:  still collecting.

Metro:  still ironing out the fund raiser.  One person did not get everything that was ordered yet received items she did not order.  She wants her money back.  There were only 9 orders for Metro yet they still managed to make a mistake.  Per Doc, this will be the last time we use Metro with the OPA.

PartyLite:  Beth has no idea how this fund raiser worked.

Bake Sale:  Was a great night – help was super.  Planning on having one at the spring concert.

E-mails –no problems.

Scholarship Committee – Need a new chair for this committee.  Susan Grimando volunteered and will contact Marie George.  Need at least 2 more people for this committee.  Per Beth, there is a hard and fast deadline.  Four scholarships are given.

Banquet – Tuesday, June 1, 2010.  Will be talking about again in the next month or so.

Website – is great!

Uniforms – Tuxedos – there are no extra tuxedos that will fit anyone.  There were many disgruntled parents who need to go to the Board of Education to make their complaints.  No orchestra uniforms will be bought until there are new uniforms for the marching band and those have been denied for the last 3 years.  To buy an extra tux, they cost about $100 each.

Beth asked if anyone was interested in selling polos as a small fund raiser.  They cost $16.75 each and could be sold for $20.  Doc hasn’t even thought about the students wearing their polo shirts at the award ceremony in Boston versus buying them T-shirts to wear.

The next meeting is February 2, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.

Moved to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan E. Grimando

Secretary

