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“You are the music while the music lasts.”

~ T. S. Eliot ~
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FROM THE DIRECTORS:

Welcome to the Piscataway High School Orchestra. This organization has grown into a nationally recognized and award winning orchestra. We are proud of our orchestra, and hope you are equally proud to be a member. You will have the opportunity to enjoy many different experiences as a member of this orchestra. Besides building numerous friendships and lasting memories, some other events that take place are: trips to the New York Philharmonic, performing in chamber groups for other venues, bi-annual trips abroad, and of course the experience of making great music with a great orchestra.

As a member of this group you will be expected to uphold certain responsibilities in order to continue our great tradition of excellence. This handbook should clarify any questions or concerns you might have regarding the orchestra, and hopefully omit the potential for any misunderstandings.


Please always remember that the ultimate goal is that you leave Piscataway with a memorable and positive musical experience, and that our love of music will in some way promote yours.

GRADING:

As a member of the PHS Orchestra, your marking period grades will be based on the following criteria: 


20% = Attendance


40% = Playing quizzes 


10% = Written quizzes


30% = Class participation

ATTENDANCE:

The Winter and Spring concerts, and the dress rehearsal for each concert (the last rehearsal before a performance) are the student’s Midterm and Final exam grades. If there is an unexcused absence from any of these, that student will receive a grade of “F” for their semester exam. The ONLY excused absences from a concert are:

· Illness for which the student was absent from school that day

· Death in the immediate family

· Religious holiday

In order for these to be excused, a letter from the parent/guardian must be submitted to the director. If a student is absent from a dress rehearsal for one of the above three reasons, it will not effect his or her grade, however, at the discretion of the director, they may not be allowed to play in the concert. Regarding dress rehearsals, if a student is absent from a dress rehearsal, and it is not an excused absence, they WILL NOT be allowed to perform in the concert, and will therefore receive a semester exam grade of “F.” Any other performances from which a student is absent can cause the student’s grade to drop.


With the scheduling of our orchestra during school, after school rehearsals are needed. These rehearsals are usually on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays from 2:00 – 4:15pm. You will be notified of these rehearsals well in advance. AFTER SCHOOL REHEARSALS ARE AN EXTENSION OF THE CLASS AND ARE THEREFORE MANDATORY. The ONLY excused absences from these rehearsals are listed below:

· Students involved in school sports activities

· Students involved in school sponsored clubs

· Illness for which you were absent from school

· Students who need “extra help” from another teacher

[image: image2.wmf]Unless otherwise scheduled by the director, those students involved in sports will go to orchestra rehearsal from 2:00 – 3:15, and then go to their sport activity. Students involved in clubs and “extra help” will go to that function first, and MUST be at rehearsal, ready to play by 3:00. You must also bring a pass from the teacher running the club or tutoring. This pass must be given to the person taking attendance.

QUIZZES:

Both playing and written quizzes will be given. Playing quizzes will be based on the repertoire that is being prepared for an upcoming concert, or any other pertinent musical exercises that will promote quality musicianship. Any make-up quizzes must be done in a timely manner. It is the student’s responsibility to set up the make-up quiz with the directors. Written quizzes will be based primarily on music theory and pedagogy, and performance analysis.
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CLASS PARTICIPATION & ATTITUDE:

This is probably the most critical portion of your grade, as well as for the success of the orchestra. This portion of the grade refers to such items as:

· Playing when told

· Being attentive

· [image: image4.wmf]Getting to class/rehearsals on time

· Being prepared (ie. Having instrument, music, pencil, etc.)

· Not being disruptive

· Respect for the directors, your peers, and yourself

· Attendance at after school rehearsals

· Not talking during class/rehearsals

ORCHESTRA SEATING:


Seating for the orchestra will be based on an audition at the beginning of the year. Music for this audition will be provided and worked on in class prior to the time of auditions. Dr. Sumner, Mr. Gornick and Mrs. Gonsky will be listening to these auditions. Secondary seating auditions may take place at anytime throughout the year as deemed necessary by the directors.  PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT THE SEATING OF THE ORCHESTRAS IS SOLELY AT THE DISCRETION OF THE DIRECTORS.
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ORCHESTRA MAKE-UP:


The director of the orchestra is Dr. Sumner. The assistant director is Mr. Gornick and our string technician is Mrs. Gonsky. The orchestra is split up into three different groups. The Chamber Orchestra, directed by Dr. Sumner, the String Ensemble, directed by Mr. Gornick and Mrs. Gonsky, and the Symphonic Orchestra, directed by Dr. Sumner. The basis for which group you will be placed in, will come from the seating auditions. 

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA:

This group is made up of the advanced players who show diligence and commitment to both their playing and to the orchestra. This group will perform and compete at an advanced level.

STRING ENSEMBLE:

This group will be made up of those players who need more work on their basic skills and fundamentals. This group will perform and compete at its appropriate level.

SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA:
This group will be made up of the chamber orchestra, and woodwind, brass and percussion from the band. This group performs larger works from the standard orchestral repertoire.
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UNIFORM:

The uniform for the PHS Orchestra will be as follows:



SUPPLIED BY THE ORCHSTRA


WOMEN



MEN


Formal black gown
($140)

Tuxedo jacket and pants  ($100)





(= replacement cost)



SUPPLIED BY THE STUDENT


Neutral stockings


Tuxedo shirt (purchased through the OPA)

Black dress shoes (pumps)

Black bow-tie (purchased through the OPA)






Black socks







Black dress shoes (NO SNEAKERS)


Seniors and/or non-returning members will be responsible for turning in any parts of the school uniform at the end of the school year. Tuxes & gowns must be cleaned at the dry cleaners and in the bag from the cleaners with the dated cleaning tag attached. Uniforms will not be accepted unless these standards are met. Seniors who fail to follow these instructions will not be allowed to receive their caps and gowns for graduation and will be charged the full amount for articles not turned in.


The physical/visual presentation of the orchestra will make an immediate impact on the audience and judges (when present). How you look is critical to the success of the group. It is for this reason that you must be in full uniform in order to perform with the group. Please make sure well in advance of a performance, that you have all the specific articles of clothing needed for your uniform. If you are not dressed exactly as described above, you will not be allowed to perform.

ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES:


This orchestra does quite a bit of traveling. Any situation where an orchestra member is found in possession of any illegal substance will be handled in accordance with the crime. The matter will be reported to the administration and the Piscataway Police. Immediate dismissal from the orchestra will also occur.

PARENTAL PARTICIPATION:


The role of the parents in this organization is crucial to the success of the orchestra. I ask for your involvement in any way you can give. One event that I must impress upon you to make every effort to attend are the monthly Orchestra Parent Association (OPA) meetings. These meetings occur on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:30PM in the instrumental music room. Other ways you can help the orchestra are: to be sure that your son/daughter is responsible in regards to being at all rehearsals and performances and  that they are on time; making sure that your child is practicing at home; and help with fund raising as much as your schedule allows.


A final note to the parents, if you ever have any questions or concerns about your child as a member of this orchestra, please feel free to call us at any time and leave a message.


Our phone number is 732-981-0700
 Ext. 2258 (Dr. Sumner)








 Ext. 2383 (Mr. Gornick)
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Below is a list of some of the events that are presently scheduled. A more detailed schedule will be distributed at a later date.

(Please be advised that this schedule is subject to change)

November

13th

Decal Day

December

11th

Region Orch. Auditions

15th 

WINTER CONCERT

22nd 

Chamber Orch. Winter Tour

March

4th  

ORCHESTRA CAMP (Strings) 6 – 9pm  

5th 

ORCHESTRA CAMP (Strings/winds/perc.) 10am – 2 

May

11th 

ORCHESTRA SPRING CONCERT – 7pm

June

31st 

ORCHESTRA BANQUET

16th

GRADUATION

PLEDGE OF COMMITMENT

I HAVE READ THE PISCATAWAY H. S. ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK AND, AS A MEMBER OF THE ORCHESTRA, I PLEDGE THAT I UNDERSTAND AND WILL UPHOLD MY RESPONSIBILITIES AS STATED IN THIS HANDBOOK. I WILL ALWAYS ATTEMPT TO SET AN EXAMPLE OF COMMITMENT, AND CONTINUOUSLY STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE.


Student Print Name


Student Signature





Date


Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

[image: image8.wmf]This page must be signed and returned, to Dr. Sumner by Sept. 30.
No student will be allowed to perform with the orchestra if this form is not returned.
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